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HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH 
Valedictory Remarks — Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

On motion without notice by Hon Peter Collier (Leader of the House), resolved with an absolute majority — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as to enable Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich to make her 
valedictory address to the house. 

Valedictory Remarks 

HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (North Metropolitan) [2.40 pm]: I have had the honour of being a member of 
this chamber for nearly 18 years. It has been my honour to represent the electors of both East Metropolitan 
Region and North Metropolitan Region. I have met thousands of interesting people from all walks of life and 
enjoyed many wonderful experiences. I have enjoyed the privilege of coming to this chamber and making my 
contributions. The role of a member of Parliament is demanding and, at times, all-consuming. It is unique, and it 
is, without doubt, one of the most privileged roles that anyone could wish for, and I am so grateful to have had 
that opportunity. I draw enormous personal satisfaction from being the first woman born in a non–English 
speaking country to be elected to this Parliament. Given this state’s strong record and history of migration, I find 
it amazing that it took so long to happen. Nevertheless, I got here against great odds. My brother Joe recently 
retold the story of how, in 1962, my late father, Ivisa Ravlich, came to his decision to leave our tiny mountain 
village of Kozica in what is now the Republic of Croatia to come to Australia. The story went something like 
this. 

A more well-to-do neighbour in the village named Mate Ravlich—who is no relation, to the best of my 
knowledge!—had a large plot of land compared with the other landowners. He often hired men in the village, 
including my late father, to dig his land. Mate had no sons and only one daughter. After the hard day’s work was 
done, the workers would generally gather for a drink of homemade wine before heading home to their families. 
One day after the digging was finished and the men were having their customary drink of wine, my father, who 
was then in his mid-30s with five children, of which two were sons aged about nine and 11, leant on his mattock 
and asked a question. He said, “Mate, given you have only a daughter and no sons, who will dig your land when 
you can no longer do so?” Mate replied, “Ivisa, you have two sons; they will need work. They can dig my land.” 

Having realised how bleak the future was for his children and declaring that his sons would not spend their lives 
digging the impoverished soil of that mountain, he went home and asked my mother to write a letter to her 
father, who had been in Western Australia since 1930 working on the Kalgoorlie wood lines, to ask whether he 
would sponsor our family’s migration to Australia. My grandfather agreed, and by the end of 1962 my father had 
arrived here. My mother, along with us five children—in age order, Mladan; Josip; Jasna; me, Ljiljanna; and 
Marijana—arrived here a year later, in 1963. 

We came to Australia on the maiden voyage of the passenger liner Galileo Galilei, which embarked from the 
port of Genoa in Italy. Compared with the village that we had left behind, it was like we had died and gone to 
heaven! On that ship we tasted our first ice-cream and our first banana, and received our first ever Christmas 
present. Mr President, I wanted to spend the rest of my life on that ship! 

We arrived here, at the port of Fremantle, in May 1963. I was five years old and spoke only Croatian; I had no 
English language skills. I went to Midvale Primary School, which had no special program for migrant children 
back then. The many new migrant children were put at the back of the class of about 45 students and we were 
pretty much left to ourselves. To be honest, I am not sure that the teacher really knew where to start with all of 
us, because there were so many foreign students from so many different countries. Nobody spoke English at 
home, so learning was slow in terms of progress, and for me it was helped along only by watching the 
Mickey Mouse Club after school at a neighbour’s house! It was not until about grade 5 or 6 that my English 
really started to improve and as it did, my confidence grew. 

My incredible personal journey began on the other side of the world, in a small, poor, remote mountain village 
without electricity, running water, police officers, doctors or nurses. It was a place where, within living memory, 
political enemies had on one occasion executed nearly all the men in our village. That journey brought me to this 
seat in this Parliament. That is a testament to what this great nation can and has delivered to millions of migrants 
throughout its history. 

Before coming to this place, I was a high school economics and history teacher, a deputy principal and a 
principal education officer. I taught at Norseman, Kambalda, Northam, Morawa and Bullsbrook. I was principal 
education officer at the Joondalup education district office at a time when there were only two major buildings in 
Joondalup—a government office and a shire office—and when kangaroos still roamed the streets. Well, they 
actually hopped, but they were everywhere on the streets! 
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I was deputy principal at Bullsbrook District High School when the local member for Swan Hills, Gavan Troy, 
the then Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations, asked me to join his ministerial office. I had specific 
responsibility for the Building and Construction Industry Training Fund and Levy Collection Bill. The BCITF 
bill was enacted and has ever since provided a strong revenue stream for training in the building and construction 
industry. 

When the Lawrence government lost office in 1993, I declined an offer to return to a senior post in education. 
I chose instead to establish a consulting company that offered research, management training and public relations 
services, and I worked as its director and principal consultant until I won Labor preselection. 

I was elected member for East Metropolitan Region in 1996. On becoming a member I was pleased to learn that 
the then Leader of the Opposition, Geoff Gallop, had allocated a shadow portfolio to every member of his 
opposition team, and mine was government accountability and public sector management. This dry-as-dust 
portfolio turned out to be perfect for me. It provided me with the opportunity to dig around government agencies 
for stories about the dreadful waste of taxpayers’ money, which all proved to be a really big hit with the media! 
The then relatively new Freedom of Information Act made things even better, because I had access to 
information that had not been available before. The political opportunities seemed endless. So effective was my 
strategy that I was regularly in the paper—and for all the right reasons! That was not long before I was invited to 
join Labor’s parliamentary strategy group. Labor won a great victory in 2001, but I lost the post-election caucus 
ballot for the last cabinet spot by one vote. You can imagine my disappointment, but I got over it! 

In September 2004, I was elected to cabinet and was appointed Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development. After the March 2005 election, I was elected deputy leader in this chamber and appointed to the 
education and training portfolio. I served as Minister for Education and Training until December 2006, after 
which I held, at various times, the portfolios of youth, government enterprises, multicultural interests and 
citizenship, local government, racing and gaming and Goldfields–Esperance, until our election loss in 
September 2008. 

Each portfolio had its own challenges. As Minister for Racing and Gaming, I implemented controls on the 
availability of alcohol in Kimberley communities experiencing serious social problems. I also participated in the 
successful defence of our racing industry against the threat of equine flu. I want to thank John Nicholls for his 
assistance and advice in that area. 

As minister responsible for vehicle licensing, I inherited an organisation whose outdated systems had been 
overwhelmed by massive growth in vehicle and driver registrations. I developed and implemented a $72 million 
reform program and new partnership arrangements with the private sector. The long queues and public 
complaints ceased. I began to work to make access to drivers’ licences easier for Aboriginal people living in 
remote areas, using partnerships with the private sector. Our approach was to accredit private sector staff to 
provide driver training and assessment on the job, and to recognise people’s existing driving skills and 
workplace driving experience in licence assessments. 
By June 2008 we had developed a pilot partnership with Fortescue Metals Group. I very much regret that I did 
not have enough time in government to implement this program more widely. I enjoyed these portfolios but 
without doubt my biggest job was in the education portfolio. 
In 2006, I commissioned the Literacy and Numeracy Review Taskforce to provide me with recommendations on 
how to improve the literacy and numeracy levels of all students, particularly those students who were failing to 
meet minimum standards. By September 2006 the review had identified the key issues at that time in literacy and 
numeracy, including: increasing local kindergarten and pre-primary places in schools where students have low 
rates of literacy and numeracy; increasing kindergarten time from 11 to 25 hours per week in schools where 
students have low rates of literacy and numeracy; screening for awareness of sounds in preschool and extra 
support for children who may later have difficulty learning to read; literacy and numeracy testing for 
year 1 students; setting minimums for time spent on literacy and numeracy tasks in the classroom; and widening 
access programs, such as first steps in literacy, first steps in mathematics, getting it right, and the Aboriginal 
literacy strategy, to all teachers of students from kindergarten to year 7. The outcomes of the review were 
comprehensive. Its recommendations were accepted by both Labor and Liberal successors in the education 
portfolio and continue to be implemented today.  

I introduced healthy eating requirements in school canteens and began a trial of same-sex classes in state 
schools. At the same time, I continued to oversee Labor’s huge investment in building 63 new schools and 
upgrading existing schools, and our programs to raise the school leaving age to 17, to offer new courses of study, 
and to introduce a community service requirement for students in years 10 and 11. 

In 2005, I established the Skills Formation Taskforce to recommend reforms to reduce our skills shortages and 
strengthen our apprenticeship and traineeship system. Under the stewardship of the chairman, Hon Clive Brown, 
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the taskforce exceeded all expectations. Western Australia led the nation in apprenticeship and traineeship 
reform. We introduced 10 new trades specialising in residential building and construction with a nominal 
duration of two years; we reduced the nominal duration of more than 30 existing trades from four years to 
three or three and a half years; and we moved the Western Australian training system to a comprehensive, 
competency-based rather than time-served apprenticeship system. These were the biggest reforms in 
apprenticeships in nearly a century. The 2006 report of the Skills Formation Taskforce was the basis for Labor’s 
Training WA policy, which continues to be implemented by the Barnett government to this day.  

In October 2006, Labor launched the Priority Start building policy, which required building and construction 
contractors to employ a set number of apprentices and trainees on every state government project. I established 
the school apprenticeship link program, which also saw 300 students combine apprenticeships with their 
schooling. We also legislated to facilitate school-based and part-time apprenticeships. All this was made much 
easier by my highly motivated and capable parliamentary secretary, Norm Marlborough. Norm had a passion for 
the training agenda. He persisted when others may have given up. Norm worked tirelessly using his initiative and 
contacts with employers and unions to help the state overcome the skill shortages we were experiencing back 
then. Norm proved to be a major asset to the Labor government’s training reform program. There is no doubt 
that he is highly regarded across the sector because of the efforts he made in that portfolio.  
However, the greatest challenge of my career was completing the implementation of outcomes-based education 
against a vicious and unprincipled campaign of resistance. The history I inherited is worth noting and I really 
want to put it on the record. OBE was started by Norman Moore in 1995 and continued by his successors in the 
education portfolio—Colin Barnett and Alan Carpenter. It was part of the national reform program that had been 
agreed to by all states in 1999. It had been fully implemented in all other states and in most OECD countries. In 
three successive enterprise bargaining agreement deals, the State School Teachers’ Union of WA had agreed to 
implement the reforms fully. The program had already spread from kindergarten to year 10. Hundreds of 
millions of dollars had already been spent on its implementation. The aim of OBE was very simple: it was to 
encourage schools to focus on the actual outcomes, learning and skills for each student rather than on 
standardised and prescribed teaching inputs and ranking of students. This is surely a purpose worth general 
support. But the reforms had been undermined by many other factors as well because the curriculum branch of 
the education department had been abolished in mid-1996, leaving schools to write their own curriculum 
material, as these materials had been lacking. The marking system was way too complex. There was huge 
opposition from many upper secondary schools, which, apparently, despite their enterprise bargaining 
agreement, had never believed that outcomes would be implemented in their classes. The teachers’ union was in 
EBA negotiations at that time and, although it had been an active participant in the reform process for a decade, 
it was not prepared, under pressure, to honour its commitment. I responded to these complaints from teachers by 
requiring the education department to recommence the writing of curriculum materials as a priority. I also 
introduced a new A to D marking system. But I resisted the campaign to abandon the reforms, because I did not 
believe that it was in the best interests of students to be educated outside the national and OECD curriculum 
frameworks, and neither did I believe for a moment that it was in the best interests of our students in this state to 
be operating outside the framework in which federal funding for our schools was based.  

My support for finalising OBE implementation was confirmed and reconfirmed throughout the debate by the 
professional advice I received from the Department of Education. I preferred to act on the professional advice 
rather than see our education system bullied by the then editor of The West Australian. His campaign came to 
a head with a full front page picture of me with a huge “wanted” poster across the top. Imagine what that was 
worth! I looked like a trapped wild animal in that picture, and that is exactly how I felt. It was amazing how 
many people came up to me in the street to offer their apologies and the number of people who would wind their 
car windows down and yell out, “Don’t let the bastards beat you, Ljil.” Sorry, about the language, Mr President; 
I know it is not particularly parliamentary. I was amazed by the number of people who showed sympathy, 
compassion and concern, because, for fair-minded people, that “wanted” poster was just a bridge too far. I will 
always remember the radio talkback caller who said he liked that photo because of what he claimed were my 
“bedroom eyes”—something I had never heard before, Mr President. I might have to have a chat with Eric about 
that! I had never heard that before and I am unlikely to hear it again. That campaign showed the worst and the 
best of politics. The worst is the unfair damage to reputation and the toll on personal relations and the health of 
individuals. At best, just when you think that the world is against you and it cannot get any worse, something 
funny happens that lifts your spirit and restores a bit of your faith in humanity. That is what that radio talkback 
caller did for me. Every time I thought about that for months and months and months, I would laugh. It was the 
best medicine that I possibly could ever have had. 
I accept that losing skin in politics is part of the game, even though I have lost more of it than most. But what is 
true in life is especially true in politics: the person who risks nothing does nothing. A measure of personal 
success is how we deal with disappointment, and I have had my share of it in politics, believe me. I remain an 
optimist, firstly, because it is in my DNA, and, secondly, because I have had such a great life afforded to me by 
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this great nation. When I completed high school in 1975, there was a real opportunity for me to go to 
university—an opportunity that my brothers and sisters did not have. Going to university seemed like an 
impossibility when I was growing up. However, all that changed because of Gough Whitlam, who will always be 
remembered in the hearts and minds of working families across the nation, because, for the first time in the 
nation’s history, ordinary working families could afford to send one of their own to university. I remember in 
year 12 having received an early offer from Curtin University to study with it. I asked my father whether I could 
go to university and he said, “No, we can’t afford it.” When I told him that it was free and I wanted to study art, 
he said, “No, it’s not worth it.” He sat me down and said, “If you go to university, you must study something 
purposeful that will earn you a living. Painting will not do that and you can do that any time anyway; you can do 
that when you retire.” Forty years have passed since I had that conversation with my late father. I was 17 at the 
time; I am 57 now. If he were still alive, I would say to him, “Tata, I took your advice. I did something 
purposeful, I did earn a living, and I think you would be proud, but now it’s my time to paint.” I am not entirely 
sure what I will do when I leave, but I do know that I have a number of very exciting options under active 
consideration. 

This wonderful opportunity to serve the people of this state and to develop and implement policies that have 
made a real difference to hundreds of thousands of people and their families could not have happened without 
the support of many people, and I do want to thank them. First of all, I would like to thank my late parents, 
Ivisa and Ljubica Ravlich, for their brave decision to migrate to Australia. It is not an easy thing to uproot 
a family from its ancestral home and move it to a new nation to begin a new life and change a family’s history 
forever, but that is what they did and I am eternally grateful for it. I want to thank my brothers and sisters, 
Mladan, Josip, Jasna and Marijana, whom I have shared an amazing journey with and who are here today, and 
I welcome them. I thank them and their families for the unconditional love and support that they have given me 
over the years and for providing me with a strong family framework that keeps me grounded and real. Most 
importantly, I thank them for giving me the best nieces and nephews that any aunty could ever wish for: Natalee, 
Lisa, Ivona, Tanja, Ivica, Paul, Steve, Glen, Michela and Madeline. I am particularly pleased that some of my 
nieces and nephews are here. 

I would also like to thank Gavan Troy for inviting me to work in his ministerial office all those years ago, 
because without that kind offer, I would never have got to this place. He changed my life because he gave me an 
opportunity. Whilst working for Gavan I met Colin Campbell-Fraser, who provided me with encouragement and 
strategic advice on how to achieve Labor preselection, together with my friend Kim Young, who is sitting at the 
back of the chamber. Their advice was to always position myself “one out one back”, and they were spot on, 
because it worked for me. 

I also want to thank my union colleagues. I am a strong supporter of unions and always have been. I believe that 
they have a very important role to play in protecting the rights of workers. I remain a strong supporter of unions 
and nothing that I have heard in this place in the near 18 years that I have been here would change my mind one 
little bit. I especially want to thank Kevin Reynolds, former Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union 
WA secretary, for whom I have the highest regard; Glen Anderton, former secretary of the Australian Workers’ 
Union; and John O’Connor, former secretary of the Transport Workers’ Union of Australia, because they each 
supported my preselection, let me get on with the job, and never asked for anything in return. These are men of 
great principle. 

I have already mentioned Kim Young, who also assisted me in securing my preselection. I also want to 
acknowledge and thank Geoff Gallop, who masterminded Labor’s 2001 election victory. Like a skilled chess 
player, Geoff meticulously planned for victory. He had all the pieces on the board and strategically calculated 
every move—how best to get to where he wanted to go, in what time frame and at what cost. Without doubt, 
Geoff Gallop knew how to develop great policies and how to get the best out of people, and he did both 
superbly. I learnt a lot from Geoff Gallop and I want to thank him for that. I also want to thank Alan Carpenter, 
who supported me at a very difficult time during the outcomes-based education debate. In my view, Alan put in 
place the most visionary education and training agenda this state has ever seen. It was about giving people real 
opportunity; the potential to change lives was real. Both Alan and Geoff understood the importance of 
opportunity and both shared the vision that education and training were absolutely imperative if people were to 
be able to secure those opportunities so that they could go on and continue to enhance their lives. 

I now want to also thank my electorate office staff: Sue Herne, Lyn Young, Carolyn Burton and Diane Meakins, 
who have been with me since the last election, and especially my long-term electorate officers Joy Utting and 
Melanie Archer, who have both worked alongside me for most of the time that I have been a member of 
Parliament. Not only are they capable and experienced electorate officers, but over many years they have also 
become trusted and valued friends. I want to also thank my first chief of staff, Professor John Phillimore, who 
worked with me when I was Minister for Local Government and Regional Development. He and senior policy 
adviser Lance McMahon had worked for Mal Bryce and were experienced ministerial officers with high-level 
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skills. Lance came to me when I became Minister for Education and Training, and his great policy mind, 
outstanding writing skills and great sense of humour were highly valued. Wendy Dunn was seconded from the 
department as senior policy adviser in the training and workforce development portfolio, and she worked 
tirelessly to make every post a winner. Without her skills, ability and determination, we may not have achieved 
all the reforms that we did in the training and workforce development portfolio. George Sekulla in education 
brought with him a practical understanding of education issues and worked tirelessly to develop policy and to 
respond to all matters regarding education. I am sure history will record his contribution well. Daron Smith also 
looked after our capital works program and ensured that the government’s record capital works program was 
delivered on time and on budget. Our office administrative requirements were shared by Gordana Stolp and 
Stella Gregorinovch, who both did an excellent job. Together with a most efficient appointment secretary in 
Hayley Bond, we had all bases covered. This team of committed people was outcomes focused and, with loads 
of determination, they forged ahead implementing reform after reform even when we were under heavy fire from 
the media. I want to single out my chief of staff, Dr John Carruthers, who brought with him high-level 
experience in strategic planning and human resource skills, both of which were critical to the achievement of the 
government’s agenda. John has been a long-time friend whom I met 30 years ago through the Swan Hills branch 
of the Australian Labor Party. At one meeting John said to me, “Ljil, one day you’ll be Minister for Education 
and I’ll be your chief of staff.” That was 30 years ago. A decade and a half after he said that, that is exactly what 
happened. Not everyone can have a 15-year-plan and execute it so efficiently, but we did. By the way, 
Dr John Carruthers now specialises in strategic planning, and that seems most apt. I also want to acknowledge 
the contributions of Gerry Arthur, Tony Monaghan, Paul Jarvis, Pui San Whittaker, Tilli More, Greg Phillips, 
Clive Bevan, Ian Gregory and Peter Fitzpatrick, all of whom made a huge contribution during my time as 
minister. 

Before I go, I want to thank my state Parliamentary Labor Party colleagues for their support. The new state 
Parliamentary Labor Party team brings with it youth, new ideas, new hope and new aspirations. Whilst I will 
miss being a part of the SPLP, I believe that renewal is a good thing and absolutely necessary for parliamentary 
success at the next election. I will always be grateful to have been a part of the SPLP and my commitment to the 
ALP remains as strong as when I joined it nearly 30 years ago. I want to acknowledge Labor leader, 
Mark McGowan, who is also in the gallery. Like me, he was elected in 1996. I believe that he is doing 
a tremendous job for Labor and together with his strong frontbench, a Labor victory at the next election is within 
reach. That is my view. I wish Mark and the Labor team every success at the 2017 election. 
I thank my partner of 20 years, Hon Eric Ripper, and his two sons Ben and Alex. I thank Eric for boldly fronting 
up to my front door on Valentine’s Day 20 years ago with flowers in one hand and chocolates in the other. 
I thought, “Who’s this?” I thought, “Oh, it’s Eric.” Anyway! 
Several members interjected. 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: Well, we have to get through a bit here! 
He just bowled up, as bold as brass—I had not even been on a date with him!—and said, “Will you be my 
girlfriend?” He must have practised that for about six months! I have to thank him because he really restored my 
faith in men that day. Eric really did change my life because I had been married and divorced and then single 
again. I got used to my own company, and I really liked it that way. However, my Turkish coffee cup readings at 
that time and over a period of time told a different story. It said that there was a man in my cup. The man in my 
cup was always on a horse. The man on a horse in my cup was heading towards my house. So, naturally, 
I waited and waited and waited—I waited for 10 years; at least I am a very patient person—and after nearly 
a decade it did happen. Eric arrived unexpectedly, unannounced, on Valentine’s Day, but without horse. So, 
I take from that that it is good to put your faith into something, even a coffee cup; and it may be a long time 
before something happens, but if it is meant to be, it will happen. 
I want to thank Eric also for supporting my political career and for being such a great mentor. When Eric arrived 
at my house that day I told him that I was going into Parliament but he did not believe me. However, it did 
happen, and very quickly, much to his surprise. I think he was looking for a housewife to look after him and do 
all his chores! Well, I am not a chores type of girl, so that was not going to happen in a hurry. I did tell him; 
I said, “Look I’m going into Parliament”, and he said, “I don’t think so; how’re you going to get there?” Mind 
you, I had been doing the numbers in the background, so I knew exactly what was happening. Anyway, it did not 
scare him off. He did not believe me, but it did happen and very quickly, much to his surprise. I did not think 
Eric thought we would be both working as parliamentarians but he adapted quickly and has provided guidance 
and advice to me over many years and helped me to become a better politician, and I am very grateful to him for 
that. I want to thank him for his kindness and easygoing nature and his understanding. What people do not know 
about Eric is that he is very loving and very caring, has a wicked sense of humour, and loves a good time—with 
the Hash House Harriers, these days. Eric is a laugh a minute and that is what I really love about him. I feel very 
positive about our future, post politics, together. 
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I also want to acknowledge and thank Hon Sue Ellery for her leadership in this place. She has been very good to 
work with and I wish her and my Labor colleagues all the best. It has been a pleasure to be part of the 
Labor team in this chamber over the past 18 years. 
Finally, Mr President, I want to thank you for your advice and guidance and for always treating me fairly and on 
occasions even letting me get away with a bit more than I should. I originally had “get away with blue murder” 
but I scrubbed that out and refined it. 
I thank the Leader of the government and government members opposite because whilst we are political 
opponents and have on occasions had some very heated debates, we nevertheless, as professional politicians, 
have always remained on good working terms in and out of this chamber as is required in a mature democracy. 
To the Clerk of the Legislative Council, Nigel Pratt, and his team, thank you for providing me with expert advice 
on those occasions when I have sought it. Likewise to the chamber staff, thank you for the excellent job that you 
do. 
To all the staff across this establishment who have looked after me so well, I say thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. I have left with Mr President a painting titled Spring has Sprung, which I painted last year and which 
I have requested be hung in the staff dining room in appreciation of the excellent service we receive. 
In conclusion, I say that I leave this place a better and wiser person than I was when I came here. I leave this 
place knowing I have made a difference. I leave this place satisfied that I leave good friends. I leave this place 
knowing that I created history by being the first non–English speaking woman to be elected to this place. And 
I leave this place in the comfort of knowing that the aspirations of my late parents for a better life for their five 
children has been delivered beyond their expectations, thanks to our great nation. 
Thank you. 
[Applause.] 
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